FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
the cloak of religion on a public crime; it is claiming for the
agents of a false patriotism the honour due to those who work
for mankind.
Nationalism leads in fact invariably to war. It is based on
the uniting of interests, passions, prejudices which are by
definition exclusive; in the encouraging and consecrating, as
it were, of those differences, using them as motives for refusing
union or co-operation, and ultimately as reasons for war against
those who are not like ourselves ; forgetting that the essence of
the State is to be above divergencies of manners, beliefs or
interests. Not, indeed, that one denies intellectual, physical,
moral differences: on the contrary, within members of a sane
State they are invaluable and fruitful, and can create vast and
complex harmonies, of which nationalism is the denial.
Nationalism, in truth, places the social contract outside the
individual will guided by reason, which is a denial of true
personality, and is the substitution of a lower for a higher
type of association ; thus it weakens the true basis of human
association, which lies entirely in the free consent and agree-
ment of men to live under the will of a common institution
guaranteeing their freedom.1
Thus nationalism breeds war, and war, even when waged
in the name of a right principle, breeds more injustice and
suffering. There is a vicious circle that must be broken : some-
body must make peace his chief aim and give up war, even as
an instrument for redressing wrong done to him. How can
that be done ? Not, of course, by waiting until a successful war
gives you all you covet, and then calling the game off. You
must begin by accepting your lot, refuse to alter by war even
what you hold to be injustices, and suit your policy to this
decision. And don't, in particular, cherish the illusion of a last
war to destroy war : that is the most deadly of sophistries, it is
unreason let loose.2
Renouvier, it should be added, did not allow his funda-
mental convictions to be distorted by the French defeat of 1870-
18 71. It was indeed wrong for Germany to take by force Alsace
1  Science de la Morale, ii., pp. 418-430.
2  Critique philosophise, 1872, i., p. 20,
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